APPENDIX.

In these Commentaries as originally written, no text has been given
of the Imperial House Law, of the Imperial Oath and Speech nor of the
Laws and Ordinance that were issued at the time of the promulgation of
the Constitution, hut the translator has thought it expedient to insert here
in an Appendix for the convenience of readers and for their reference
thereto, an English version of the same by the same hand, and published

simultaneously with the promulgation aforementioned.
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IMPERIAL OATH
SANCTUARY OF THE IMPERIAL PALACE.
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We, the Successor to the prosperous Throne of Our Pre-
decessors, do humbly and solemnly swear to the Imperial
Founder of Our House and to Our other Imperial Ancestors
that, in pursuance of a great policy co-extensive with the
Heavens and with the Earth, We shall maintain and secure
from decline the ancient form of government.

In consideration of the progressive tendency of the course
of human affairs and in parallel with the advance of civiliza-
tion, We deem it expedient, in order to give clearness and
distinetness to the instructions bequeathed by the Imperial
Founder of Our House and by Our other Imperial Ancestors,
to establish fundamental laws formulated into express provi-
sions of law, so that, on the one hand, Our Imperial p(-)stcrity

may possess an express guide for the course they are to follow,
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and that, on the other, Our subjects shall thereby be enabled
to enjoy a wider range of action in giving Us their support,
and that the observance of Our laws shall continue to the re-
motest ages of time. We will thereby to give greater firm-
ness to the stability of Our country and to promote the welfare
of all the people within the boundaries of Our dominions ;
and We now establish the Tmperial House Law and the Con-
stitution. These Laws come to only an exposition of grand
precepts for the conduct of the government, bequeathed by
the Imperial Founder of Our House and by Our other Im-
perial Ancestors. That we have been so fortunate in Our
reign, in keeping with the tendency of the times, as to ac-
complish this work, We owe to the glorious Spirits of the
Tmperial Founder of Our House and of Our other Imperial
Ancestors.

We now reverently make Our prayer to Them and to Our
Tllustrious Father, and implore the help of Their Sacred
Spirits, and make to Them solemn oath never at this time
nor in the future to fail to be an example to Our subjects in
the observance of the Laws hereby established.

May the Heavenly Spirits witness this Our solemn Oath.
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IMPERIAL SPEECH

ON THE

PROMULGATION OF THE CONSTITUTION.

e P

Whereas We make it the joy and glory of Our heart to
behold the prosperity of Our country, and the welfare of Our
subjects, We do herchy, in virtue of the supreme power We
inherit from Our Imperial Ancestors, promulgate the present
immutable fundamental law, for the sake of Our present
subjects and their descendants.

The Tmperial Founder of Our House and Our other Im-
perial Ancestors, by the help and support of the forefathers
of Our subjects, laid the foundation of Our Empire upon a
basis, which is to last forever. That this brilliant achieve-
ment embellishes the annals of Our country, is due to the
glorious virtues of Our Sacred Tmperial Ancestors, and to the
loyalty and bravery of Our subjects, their love of their country

and their public spirit. Considering that Our subjeets are
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the descendants of the loyal and good subjects of Our Im-
perial Ancestors, We doubt not but that Our subjects will be
cuided by Our views, and will sympathize with all Our en-
deavours, and that, harmoniously cooperating together, they
will share with Us Our hope of making manifest the glory
of Our country, both at home and abroad, and of securing
forever the stability of the work bequeathed to Us by Our

Imperial Ancestors.



